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Synopsis

Thorough yet concise, this popular brief book emphasizes the historical development of the
American political system, who governs, and to what ends. The twelfth edition of AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT: INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES, BRIEF VERSION, offers coverage of the 2014
campaigns and elections; budget battles and the sequestration of funds; ongoing debates about
immigration, gay marriage, and other key issues in American politics; and foreign-policy decisions

on Afghanistan, the Middle East, and North Korea.
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Customer Reviews

"l am very pleased with the quality of the scholarship, writing style, clarity, and analysis exhibited by
the work of Drs. Wilson, Dilulio, and Bose. | am also pleased with the manner in which the publisher
has packaged and presented the textbook and the ancillary materials. This is as solid and
intellectually honest a textbook as one could hope for. It should be the standard by which all others
are measured. The emphasis on students using their critical thinking skills to reach conclusions on
issues of the day provides a firm foundation for their future growth as citizens of this country. In
conclusion, | think that this is the finest American Government textbook available today. The authors
combine excellent scholarship, academic rigor, practical examples, and insights, which makes this
text an invaluable aid to any student trying to understand their government."l immensely like the

writing style and level; it reads like a story, exactly what will keep my students engaged."



James Q. Wilson, late, most recently taught at Boston College and Pepperdine University.
Previously, he was Professor Emeritus of Management and Public Administration at UCLA and
Shattuck Professor of Government at Harvard University. He wrote more than a dozen books on the
subjects of public policy, bureaucracy and political philosophy. A former President of the American
Political Science Association (APSA), he was the only political scientist to win three of the four
lifetime achievement awards presented by the organization. In 2003 he received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award. Professor Wilson’s work helped shape the
field of Political Science in the United States. His many years of service to AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT: INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES remain evident on every page and will continue
for many editions to come.John J. Dilulio, Jr. is a Professor of Political Science at the University of
Pennsylvania and has won each of Penn’s most prestigious teaching awards. He was previously
Professor of Politics and Public Affairs at Princeton University. He received his Ph.D. in Political
Science from Harvard University. He has been a senior fellow and directed research programs at
several leading think tanks, including the Brookings Institution. Dr. Dilulio has won awards from the
Association of Public Policy Analysis and Management, the American Political Science Association
and other bodies. He has also advised presidential candidates in both parties, served on bipartisan
government reform commissions and worked as a senior staff member in the White House.Meena
Bose is director of the Peter S. Kalikow Center for the Study of the American Presidency, Peter S.
Kalikow Chair in Presidential Studies and Professor of Political Science at Hofstra University. She
received her Ph.D. from Princeton University in 1996. Dr. Bose teaches courses on the American
presidency, presidential leadership and policy making and American politics. She is the author or
editor of several volumes in presidency studies and American politics. She taught for six years at

the United States Military Academy at West Point.

Government isn’t a topic I'd choose to study but it was a prerequisite towards my degree. After
reading this text | was completely surprised at how interesting it was! The book is very clearly
written. Is set out well and easy to navigate through and offers both text and pictures to help
consolidate what is written. It has plenty of information in it without being too overwhelming. If you
wanted a more comprehensive book, then the fuller version would be more beneficial, however, this

one does cover a lot of topics in detail.

Content is very easy to understand. | looked up the Advanced Placement topics on the college

board website. This book does a good job of covering the topics on the AP exam guideline. | have



not actually taken the exam, but | would feel very confident if | were going to.

Extensive revision of the language in the text after the death of James Q. Wilson, reflects more of
the writing style of other contributors. Extensive revision of opening chapter to include discussion on

policymaking and types of poltics

Great condition!

This book was rented for a high school AP course. The rental process was very affordable and
seamless and easy to navigate. The book was in very usable condition; it showed wear, but all

pages were present with no excess markings.

Do yourself a favor and get the full version. This one doesn’t have all the chapters that most courses
using the book requires and it’s hard to tell aside from that it says on it "The Essentials". That's not a

good thing in this case.

This book was in good conditions. | had the chance to buy an electronic version, but it's easier for

me to read a printed book. | guess I'm old fashion!

This is my first time using a textbook digitally! | love how you can highlight just by dragging your
finger across the text! This textbook was for my POLS 1100 and has been a good source of

information.
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